The NUJ has been inundated with messages of support from politicians, other unions and journalists from across the industry.  Here's a sample of some of the messages:

“Clearly there is a pressing need for the industry to adapt to the challenges it faces in order to thrive in the digital age. The Scottish Government wholeheartedly supports Scotland's media companies in their efforts to do so.

I strongly believe that everyone with a stake in the industry can make a contribution and should be allowed to do so. As I highlighted in my answer to Pauline McNeill, I would ask you to consider what your editorial response would be on this situation if it were within another company, given the traditions of these newspapers.

I want to make it clear that I don't think your approach is the right one and urge you to engage directly and urgently with the National Union of Journalists.”  Rt Hon Alex Salmond MSP, First Minister of Scotland (Excerpt from Alex Salmond’s letter to Tim Blott)

"This decision by Newsquest is an unacceptable way to treat staff at any time, but especially appalling in the runup to Christmas. On top of the recently proposed job cuts at BBC Scotland, this move is another worrying blow to Scotland's professional and well-respected media organisations.
"We have serious concerns about both sets of redundancies, and it is time for Newsquest and the BBC to think again. Just in terms of political coverage, we need a well-resourced and independent media to keep politicians on our toes. The fourth estate is a crucial part of our democratic system, and it should not be jeopardised by short- termism and ill-conceived cost-cutting exercises."  Patrick Harvie MSP

"This is an extremely serious development both for staff across the group, and also a sad day for three of Scotland's great titles. Any decision that threatens news coverage and quality is clearly troubling, and these cut backs are a backward step by the group's owners.

"When [publishers] Newsquest acquired these newspapers they made a commitment to develop, and invest in them, regrettably those words do not seem to have been backed up by investment. Alongside the announcement of job losses at BBC Scotland this is a sad day for Scottish journalism. As we look at the detail of this announcement, Newsquest must constructively engage with the workforce and unions."  Pete Wishart MP
"These are draconian measures from management that leaves so many dedicated staff fearful for their jobs and concerned if they will be offered similar terms and conditions.
 
"The group made a substantial profit last year and one would have hoped management would have chosen to work with National Union of Journalists to ensure any restructuring was conducted in a civilised manner.
 
"The Herald is in my constituency. It is one of the oldest newspapers in the UK and, along with the Evening Times, has played a significant role in not just the life of Glasgow but Scotland and its politics."  Pauline McNeill Labour culture spokesperson at the Scottish Parliament 

"The Herald & Times group have a long and distinguished history and hope the management restructuring will ensure that it continues to thrive. These are important newspapers that have played a special role at the heart of Scottish civic life.

"What is of concern is the potential scale job losses and anxiety which staff now face as they have to reapply for their jobs. We hope that management work with the NUJ and other staff representatives to find a better way to carry out their restructuring.

"This Parliament views as extremely serious the announcement that the  Herald and Times group will make redundant all of  its 250 journalists and invite them to re-apply for their jobs. [It] believes that this is a draconian employment practice, especially in the light of significant profits recorded last year; [it] acknowledges the importance of the Herald Group to the newspaper industry, the Herald being one of the oldest newspapers in the UK and, along with the Evening Times, has played a significant role in reporting on daily life of Glasgow and Scotland; [and it] calls on the Herald Group management to meet with the NUJ  with a view to withdrawing this plan."  Iain Gray Scottish Labour leader

"The way in which this has been announced and handled is a disgrace and of great concern to these long standing titles. The Herald titles and the Evening Times have become institutions in Glasgow and this will be a great loss to Glasgow and to Scotland's print media as a whole. I am one hundred percent behind the staff in their outrage and would urge them to stand up and fight these ridiculous and draconian measures.

"I and my colleagues will do everything within our power to support the staff and their union representatives, and I will be speaking to the NUJ's Paul Holleran to discuss how we can take things forward."  Sandra White MSP

"Newsquest promised when they took over these prestigious titles they would invest and develop the titles and it was on this premise that they were allowed to continue ownership.

"These are exciting times in Scottish society and politics and should provide the media with ample opportunities to expand and reflect the changes taking place. Scotland needs a free and vibrant media; I fear however that these moves will severely damage editorial freedom at these titles leading to fewer views being presented.

"I am full square beside the staff in their fight for jobs, wages and conditions and if Newsquest cannot provide these then they should get out of the way and let someone else do the job."  Bill Kidd MSP

"The Evening Times and Herald titles have long represented the wide and varied views of all residents of Glasgow and throughout Scotland. These developments are very worrying and I hope the owners and editorial staff will see sense and sit down with staff to discuss the best way forward."  Bashir Ahmed MSP

 "Every one of us is saddened by this news and express our backing to the staff affected. To announce this in the run up to Christmas is particularly cruel to the many families who will now have the worry and anxiety hanging over them at a time when they should be looking forward to the future."  Bob Doris MSP
“I am sure that you will be aware of the FM's comments today on the Newsquest situation in FMQs.  Can I just add, as a former writer for the paper, that not only do I abhor what is taking place but that (as an MSP who as you know was active in resisting a possible merger with the Scotsman and thus opened the door to Newsquest) I now regret having been active in that way.   Newsquest have proved themselves unworthy of owning such great papers.”    Michael Russell MSP

“You have my full support as an active trade unionist. I will do whatever is advised to help including boycotting Herald if that is what is wanted.”  Munro Ross, Inverness, UNISON, SNP
“I have been an NUJ member for 20 years and I dont think I have ever been as outraged as I am at the way journalists at the Herald have been treated. I get the paper delivered daily and am now giving consideration as to cancelling as a protest. Is there a union view on this?”  Peter Aitchison
If a dog was being looked after by its owner as badly as these papers and their staffs are being cared for, it would be taken away from them and they would be locked up. This is a major Scottish institution. Management should be declared unfit for the job and the papers given to a new home.  Duncan McCallum
SNP CONDEMNS HERALD GROUP REDUNDANCIES

The SNP National Council meeting today (Saturday) in Perth passed a resolution from the party’s Trade Union Group condemning the decision by Herald group employers Newsquest to make all editorial staff redundant and force them to re-apply for jobs in a new structure.

In moving the resolution SNP Trade Union Group Convener Anne McNair described the action as “Outrageous and unacceptable. If Newsquest believe there is a need to make changes to respond to a changing market this must be done through negotiation with the trade unions. In this case Newsquest are engaging in talks after the decision to implement wholescale redundancies was taken and announced to staff.”

Anne further commented that if the situation was not resolved through negotiation with the journalists’ trade union the SNP Trade Union Group would call for a boycott of the papers.


In passing the resolution the SNP National Council agreed to support the NUJ in their efforts to protect their members and journalistic standards and deplored bullying and intimidation from any employer. 

Speaking in support of the resolution SNP Trade Union Group Secretary and NEC Rep Chris Stephens commented “ Newsquest is making substantial profit from the Herald group of newspapers. At this time there is no need for any such cuts.”
